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Overview of Georgia Birds

● Over 400 species of birds have been observed in 

Georgia with about 250 species in the metro Atlanta 

area

● Almost half of those species are songbirds

● Shorebirds make up the next largest group

● Georgia is part of the Atlantic Flyway (more birds 

coming through in the fall)

● Many species use both urban and rural spaces

● Migratory species and resident/year-round species
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Ponds/Lakes/Swamps

● Wading birds (Herons, egrets, storks, cranes, ibis, 

spoonbill, limpkin)

● About 18 species in Georgia

● Rely on water for food, nesting habitat, safety

● Shallow water allows foraging

● Few natural lakes in GA - Beavers and swamps are 

important!!

● Post-breeding dispersal
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Headwater Streams

● Louisiana Waterthrush

● Warbler (about 30 species in GA)

● Passerine (about 6,500 species 

making up about 60% of all birds)

● Very early migrant

● Biological indicator for stream 

health

● Aquatic invert specialists

● Strong vocalizations can often be 

heard over the sound of running 

water

● The genus and species name 

means “tail-wagger” which is a 

great field mark for identification 

of this bird.
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Rivers

● Birds are incredible navigators, they use the earth’s magnetic field, sun, stars, and natural 

landmarks such as rivers

● Rivers act as migratory bird highways! Rivers not only help with navigation, but provide vital 

habitat and food.

● Learn native plants! These plants are critical in supporting migration and breeding birds.
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Coast - Salt Marshes/Ocean

● Birdiest Place in the State!

● Shorebirds (30+ species) such as plovers and sandpipers

● Gulls, Terns, Skimmers (about 15 species)

● Petrels, Shearwaters, Gannets, etc.

● Honorable mention - Seaside, Saltmarsh, and Nelson’s 

sparrow
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Water is critical for birds in many ways!

● Waterfowl (about 25 species)

● Osprey, bald eagle, belted kingfisher

● Aerial insectivores

● Woodpeckers, rails, blackbirds, and more!

● All birds need water, some less directly than 

others
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Conservation

● Habitat loss/degradation
○ Advocate for land protection

○ Invasive Species

○ Habitat Restoration

○ Fire

● Keep cats inside

● Pesticides

● Plant native plants

Visit 3billionbirds.org For more info!



Wood Thrush

● Beautiful flute-like call

● Rely on healthy stands 

of deciduous forest for 

food/nesting

● Shade-grown Coffee
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Conservation - Native Plants
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•Plants Plants Plants! (NATIVE!)
•Structural Diversity
• Food Sources
•Water Sources
•Cover/Nesting Sites
•Safe Wildlife Practices
•Management Plan

Requirements



Conservation

● Window collisions kill up to 1 billion birds 

a year

● Minimize artificial light

● Lights Out GA

● Project Safe Flight



Birding

What is it? 

Learn more….

Get involved

eBird, birdcast, QUIZES, 
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Building places where birds and people thrive.

We approach our work through conservation, 
education, and community engagement.

We offer:
•FREE field trips around metro Atlanta and beyond
•Bird and nature workshops
•Outreach programs for youth and adults
•Professional Development for teachers
•Volunteer opportunities
•Monthly print and electronic newsletters
•Georgia Bird Fest!

Conservation Highlights:
•Wildlife Sanctuary Certification
•Chimney Swift Towers
•Nestboxes for Nuthatches
•Project Safe Flight
•Habitat Restoration
•Bird Friendly coffee
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www.georgiaaudubon.org

678-973-2437

gabe.andrle@georgiaaudubon.org

Thank you!
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